Dr ^^ Um Interv iew of Judge Robert K. Dwyer, 

Memphis, Tennessee, July 6, 1976 

Judge Dvyer, formerly Assistant Attorney General of Shelby 
Cbunty (1968-1969) , was interviewed by team members Walker and Folsom 
in the judge's chambers. After he had expressed same annoyance at the 
persistence of questions raised by the James Earl Ray case for eight 
years, the Judge consented to be interrogated. 



Judge Dwyer was advised that our inquiry was concerned with the 
role of the F.B.I. before and after the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., that we felt sane of the answers might lie in the 
Attorney General's offices dealings with counsel and with Ray. Dwyer 
was at pains to explain that the prosecutors had nothing to do with 
cases until the police investigated them and submitted evidence sufficient 



go to the grand jury. He said he was only concerned in the Ray case 
to put together the evidence to secure a conviction. He had refused to 
give defense attorney Percy Foreman the disclosure of the state's case 
that Foreman sought and thereafter Foreman had nothing to cb with Dwyer. 
All his dealings for the plea were with Attorney General Canale. In all 

IXtyer had only casual conversations with either Arthur Hanes, Hanes' sen 
or Foreman. 



Dwyer assured us there had been no electronic surveillance to his 
knowledge. He said that the state backtracked all of the evidence 
secured by the F.B.I. and reinterviewed every witness they intended to 
call. ‘ 



When questioned about the possibility that Ray was in a conspiracy. 
Judge Dwyer repeated his statements about only attending to the case 

i * 

presented to the Attorney General's office by the police and covered 




* ^ 9191X3 jUIy ' S He said he did not live in a 

fairyland world and he never saw any legal evidence of ^ 

of anyone other than Ray in the killing of King. 

Because Judge a*er was fully familiar with ^ ^ 

vas asked why the rifle first purchased hy Ray' was returned to the 
dealer in Birmingham. Dwyer replied that he was told by the F.B.I.-s 
laboratory expert that a preservative used on firearms vas still in 
the breech of the first rifle and a shell could not be seated. 

Juege !^er said he was convinced the right ^ was convicted 
in the King mcuder. If we wanted TO re infection about the plead 
bargaining we should talk to former Attorney General Canale and 
fonner Assistant Attorney General (new Judge, Beasley. He hinoelf^ 
been out of the office due to sickness; he would not bargained 
as he wanted to try what he considered a very strong case. 
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